IN THE CLAIMS: 



Please amend the claims as follows: 

1. (Currently Amended) Apparatus — fof — removing — cov e r i ngs 
l a i d on e v e n surfac e s, compr i s i ng a support frame (10) for 
mounting — driving — wh eel s — (4-6^ — an4 — for accommodating — a 
motor (17) and a gear (18) for dr i v i ng the dr i v i ng wh ee ls 
(16), and compr i sing a motor - dr i v e n separat i ng knifo (25), 
charactor i zod in that at l east ono loose l y rotatab l o support 
ele m e nt (21) i s arrang e d on th e support fram e (11) paral le l 
to th e dr i ving whe el s (16), 

An apparatus for removing coverings laid on even surfaces, 
comprising: 

(a) a support frame for mounting driving wheels about a 
rotational axis and for accommodating a motor and a 
gear for driving the driving wheels in a working 
direction. 

(b) at least one support element arranged behind the 
driving wheels in the working direction, and 

(c) a motor-driven separating knife, wherein for the 
movement of the apparatus opposite to the working 
direction the driving wheels are arranged for lifting off 
by tilting the support frame onto the at least one 
support element with the separating knife pivoting 
about the rotational axis of the driving wheels . 

2. (Currently Amended) Apparatus — accord i ng — to — c l a i m — ^ 
ch a ract o riz o d in that th e support el ement (21) i s arrang e d 
b e h i nd th e driv i ng wh eel s (16) i n th e work i ng dir e ct i on of th e 
apparatus (10). 

The apparatus according to claim 1. wherein the motor-driven 
separating knife is fixed on two supporting plates pivotable 
about the rotational axis of the driving wheels wherein the 
pivoting range is limited bv the engagement of pins arranged 
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on the side of the supporting plates into respective oblong 



holes on the support frame which have the shape of the 
segment of a circle. 



3. (Currently Amended) Apparatus according to ono of claims 
1 or 2, charact e r i z e d i n that th e support olomont (21) is a 
support rol le r arrang e d c e ntra ll y to th e dr i v i ng wh e els (16). 
The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein at least one 
guide handle for tilting the support frame is provided on the 
support frame above the at least one support element. 

4. (Currently Amended) Apparatus accord i ng to on e of cla i ms 
1 or 2, character i z e d in that th e support e l em e nt compris e s 
at le ast two support wh eel s (21). 

The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the support 
element is a loosely rotatable support roller arranged 
centrally and parallel to the rotational axis of the driving 
wheels in the working direction. 

5. (Currently Amended) Apparatus according to one of th e 
procod i ng cla i ms, — charact e r i z e d in that at le ast on e gu i d e 
hand l e (1 4 ) i s provided on the support framo (11) abov e th e 
support ele m e nt (21). 

The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the support 
element comprises two loosely rotatable support wheels the 
axes of which are arranged parallel to the rotational axis of 
the driving wheels. 

6. (Currently Amended) Apparatus according to ono of tho 
prec e d i ng c l a i ms, charact e r i z e d i n that th e support frame 
(11) i s form e d of two le gs (12, 13) arranged w i th a d i stance 
b e tw ee n e ach oth e r. 

The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the gear is 
arranged between two supporting plates. 

-4- 



7. (Currently Amended) Apparatus according — — Bf^ — of tho 
pr e ced i ng — c l aims, — characterized — m — tlva4 — %hB — gear — (4^^ — h& 
arrang e d abov e th e dr i ving wh ee ls (16). 

The apparatus according to claim 1. wherein the driving 
motor for the driving wheels is arranged on the gear. 

8. (Currently Amended) Apparatus according to ono of tho 
pr e c e ding c l a i ms, charact e r i z e d i n that a support i ng plat e 
(19) i s prov i d e d i n th e ar e a of e ach driv i ng wh ee l (16) and 
that e ach supporting p l at e (19) compr i s e s at le ast two pins 
(23) arranged at the sam e d i stanc e toward th e c e nt e r of th e 
ax i s of tho dr i v i ng wh eel s (16) and e ngag i ng into oblong 
ho le s (2^) form e d i n th e support fram e (11) and hav i ng the 
shap e of the s e gm e nt of a c i rcl e . 

The apparatus according to claim 1. wherein the separating 
knife is fixed on a mounting plate which is mounted to the 
supporting plates and on which a driving motor for the 
separating knife is arranged. 

9. (New) The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein a drive 
with an intermittent pivoting movement is provided for the 
separating knife. 

10. (New) The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the 
support frame comprises two legs arranged with a distance 
between each other, each of which comprising a cantilever 
arm for mounting a support element. 
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